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As of October 31, 2014, JAXA have made PALSAR 25 m 
global mosaic data openly available free of charge.

Annual mosaics from 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, 
covering all land areas except Greenland and Antarctica.

Generation will continue from 2014/2015 with ALOS-2

Available in 1°x1° tiles.

The data can be downloaded from 
http://www.eorc.jaxa.jp/ALOS/en/palsar_fnf/fnf_index.htm



25m mosaic product specifications and ancillary data





http://www.eorc.jaxa.jp/ALOS/en/palsar_fnf/registration.htm

User registration



PALSAR 50 m global mosaic data

http://www.eorc.jaxa.jp/ALOS/en/palsar_fnf/fnf_index.htm



PALSAR 50 m global mosaic data







 Bulk download of data 
over 5°x 5° region     
(25 tiles 1°x1°

each)

OR

 click on a tile on 
the grid to download  
the individual 1°

tile



1°x1°
tiles

 download 
100m forest/non-
forest classification

 download 
25m PALSAR mosaic 
data and ancillary 
data layers



Backscatter (HH)
Radar 
backscatter, 
normalised for 
incidence angle ( 
o o/cosi )

Radiometric and 
geometric corr 
for topography

PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data

RAW data format

GEOTIF header 
information

4500x4500 pixels

16 bits (UINT)



Backscatter (HV)
Radar 
backscatter, 
normalised for 
incidence angle ( 
o o/cosi )

Radiometric and 
geometric corr 
for topography

PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data

GEOTIF header 
information

RAW data format
4500x4500 pixels
16 bits (UINT)



PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data

Backscatter
false-colour 
composite 

R: HH
G: HV
B: HH/HV



PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data
Observation date
Data layer 
showing the 
acquisition date 
for each pixel in 
the image:
Date = 24/1/2006 + 
DN

RAW data format
4500x4500 pixels
16 bits (UINT)

DN=917
29/07/2008

DN=854
27/05/2008

DN=975
25/09/2008



PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data
Incidence angle
Layer with local 
incidence angle 
for each pixel

RAW data format
8 bits
4500x4500 pixels



PALSAR 25 m global mosaic data
Mask data
Layer showing 
ocean and no-
data areas: 
layover, shadow.

RAW data format
8 bits
4500x4500 pixels



In addition, JAXA are making available their global forest/non-
forest (FNF100) classification "version 0"  from 2007 – 2010.

100m pixel spacing, generated from 25m products.



1x1 degree tiles,
8 bits, 1125x1125 pixels

100 m pixel spacing, generated 
from 25 m FNF. DN levels 
indicate forest cover fraction:

0: NoData
1: Water
2: Blank
3: Non-Forest
4: Forest (10-25%)
5: Forest (26-50%)
6: Forest (51-75%)
7: Forest (76-100%)

Global Forest/Non-Forest Classification ”FNF100”


