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Kyoto & Carbon Initiative – Phase 4

K&C objective: The lead the development of advanced L-band SAR 
applications in support of information needs posed by the “4 C’s”: 
– Terrestrial Carbon cycle science; 

– Multinational Environmental Conventions:

– Environmental Conservation

– Climate Change [New!]

3 Thematic focus areas:
– Forestry
– Wetlands



K&C Phase 4

• K&C Phase 4 approved by JAXA management on October 17.
• Project duration: 3.5 years (Oct 2014 – March 2018)
• Simplified agreement procedure to speed up contract 

establishment between JAXA and team members

• Science Team meetings: annual frequency <discussion point>



K&C Phase 4 – Science Team (1/2)
32 members from 19 countries
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K&C Phase 4 – Science Team (1/2)
Forestry: 24  Wetlands: 7   Ice: 1



ALOS-2 is a commercial system.

Important to keep in mind:

K&C must not be seen as a free 
data opportunity (type AO), 
but a scientific collaboration 
- with active participation at 
science meetings, 
publications (with 
acknowledgements), 
provision of reports, etc.



Project information resources
(public access)



JAXA EORC
K&C Homepage

• K&C background information
• Agendas and presentation 
material available from all 
previous K&C Science Team 
meetings (KC#1 – KC#20) 
• PALSAR and PALSAR-2 
systematic observation strategy 
(BOS)
• JAXA 25m mosaics and FNF 
classifications

http://www.eorc.jaxa.jp/ALOS/
en/top/kyoto_top.htm



Links to Reports and publications
K&C Science Team Reports Phase 1 (Jan 2010, 230 pp)

K&C Science Team Reports Phase 2 (Oct 2011, 250 pp)

K&C Science Team Reports Phase 3 (Nov 2014, 450 pp)

K&C Booklet



JAXA EORC
Mosaic Homepage

PALSAR 25 m resolution 
Global mosaics online

• 2007 – 2010
• FBD image data
• Forest/Non-Forest maps

http://www.eorc.jaxa.jp/ALOS/e
n/palsar_fnf/fnf_index.htm



Interest group on the LinkedIn
network with news on 

publications and other events. 

Aim to disseminate K&C info to 
broader community. 
241 members thus!

Group name:
ALOS Kyoto & Carbon Initiative

Request membership directly at 
group page at 

http://www.linkedin.com
OR send email to

ake.rosenqvist@soloEO.com



Upstart of new group

Group name:
K&C Global Mangrove Watch

Primarily for GMW project 
related information, but increasing 

interest from the public.

Request membership directly at 
group page at 

http://www.linkedin.com
OR send email to

ake.rosenqvist@soloEO.com



Project information resources
(project team access)



Project info resources

The K&C Wiki
Hosted by Aberystwyth Univ.

Main place for sharing of info 
from the K&C secretariat.

Keep an eye on it!

http://intranet.iges.aber.ac.uk/en/s
ubsites/the-alos-kyoto-amp-
carbon-initiative/latest-news

Log in ID: ALOS-KC
Passwd: ALOS-KC



K&C reference Library
on the K&C Wiki

Library of references to papers 
relating to K&C and 

GFRM/GBFM research
http://intranet.iges.aber.ac.uk/en/s
ubsites/alos-kyoto-amp-carbon-
initiative/wiki-kc-paper-library

100+ references & PDFs from 
Science Team 1996–2015

Please provide more!

Link to PDF?


