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RSP RSP -- the the orbit Reference orbit Reference System for System for PlanningPlanning

• A RSP pass is defined to start at the Equator in ascending mode, resulting in a 
”jump” in the numbering (n+46) with every ascending equator crosssing (CAUTION!)

671 ALOS orbits 
within a 46-day 
cycle.

RSP - an orbit-based system based on the actual footprint of the observation 
swath will to be used within the K&C Initiative for pass identification
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RSP request formRSP request form
Work sheet Work sheet ““SummarySummary””
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RSP request formRSP request form
Work sheet Work sheet ““ScanSARScanSAR””
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RSP request formRSP request form
Work sheet Work sheet ““AscendingAscending””



5

Compilation of the RSP requestsCompilation of the RSP requests

• Delineate your Prototype Area(s) on the RSP (orbit) map

• Identify RSP passes to be processed by JAXA EORC by indicating 
in the Excel sheet for each Prototype Area:
1. RSP#
2. Latitude of northern limit of the RSP pass
3. Latitude of southern limit of the RSP pass

• Multiple prototype areas acquired/requested during the same
46-day cycles may be added together on one Excel work sheet

• Areas acquired during different cycles - separate work sheets.

Caution with Prototype Areas which span over several polygons, that 
are acquired during different satellite cycles: request needs to be 
divided into separate work sheets.



6

Identifying the Identifying the 
Prototype Areas on the Prototype Areas on the 

RSP mapRSP map

Example: Passes required to cover Borneo and western Java

34.3°
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Identifying RSP passesIdentifying RSP passes

Caution 1: RSP numbers change (+46) at the Equator (ascending).
--> Data segments starting on, or crossing over the Equator - keep 

southern hemisphere RSP#.
Note: Only every 2nd pass plotted on RSP map.

Equator

Pass entirely in the 
N. Hemisphere
(RSP# changes) 

Passes partly or entirely 
in the S.  Hemisphere
(no RSP# change)
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Adding desired passes Adding desired passes 
to the Excel RSP tableto the Excel RSP table

RSP
459-460 

RSP 415-433

RSP 
437-442
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ScanSARScanSAR

Note 1: No RSP number change for descending passes.
Note 2: Every 3rd pass acquired in ScanSAR mode (= plotted on RSP map).
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Making the ScanSAR Making the ScanSAR 
requestrequest

RSP# 
85, 88, 91, 

94, 97, 100, 
103, 106
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Fill in the Summary pageFill in the Summary page

Top box:
• Personal info

For each request:
• Polygon codes
• Proc. level and
• Media prefs.
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For each Prototype Area:
Indicate the corresponding
satellite cycle numbers
(based on the modified
version of the processing 
requests prepared at KC#5)

Fill in the Summary pageFill in the Summary page


